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Avery Fields
Curious Academic

Chrissy is a 21 year old undergraduate environmental science student at the
University of Georgia with a strong interest in tropical ecology and mountain
systems. She is considering graduate research in high-biodiversity regions like the
Andean flanks. She actively seeks educational travel opportunities that combine
field learning, community engagement, and conservation practice.

She wants to:
e Access beginner-friendly but scientifically accurate educational resources
e Learn about fieldwork opportunities or student programs in the Zufiac Valley
e Find role models and pathways into conservation careers
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Thomas Reed

Intentional Traveller

Thomas is a 45 year old civil engineer from Seattle with a wife and two children
(ages 10 and 13). He actively seeks trips that combine family bonding with
educational enrichment. Instead of theme parks, he prefers destinations where his
kids can learn about ecosystems, geography, and culture firsthand.

He plans trips well in advance and values safety, structure, and reputable local
partnerships.

Thomas wants to:
e See clear explanations of the region’s importance
e Ensure that tourism revenue supports local communities and conservation
e Expose his kids to biodiversity and culture beyond textbooks
e Feel confident that the trip is both enriching and responsible
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Dr. Valentina Cruz

Field Ecologist

Valentina is a 40 year old Chilean conservation biologist specializing in elevational
gradients and cloud forest biodiversity. She works with research institutions across
South America and is particularly interested in ecological corridors along the
Andean flanks. She evaluates field sites based on scientific value, accessibility for
research teams, and long-term conservation viability. The Zuiiac Valley has caught
her attention as a biologically rich but underrepresented system in published

literature.

Valentina wants to:
e Explore potential research collaborations or field station partnerships

e Evaluate the valley’s role in regional biodiversity connectivity
o Strengthen trans-Andean research networks
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