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What is
Montology?

Montology is the transdisciplinary study of mountains and
their well-being beyond the physical; it is an in-depth look at
the geology, labor, climate, spiritual symbolism, and human
experience layered together. All concepts co-exist to form an
understanding between the physical, cultural, and historical
nature of which makes mountains.

The practice brings together scientists and conservationists to
promote the sustainability of the biocultural heritage of
mountains. Although a smaller niche practice, this study is
vital to the well-being of the cultural landscape of the
Western Hemisphere.




Sangay National Park
& Zunac Parish

Sangay National Park spans approximately 270,000 hectares of diverse
ecosystems in the Andes of Ecuador. Located within the Zunac parish of
Chimborazo Province, the park provides habitat for a wide range of plant
and animal species. It is designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its
outstanding universal value, recognized for its exceptional biodiversity,
unique ecosystems, and threatened species.

e Sangay Volcano: Internationally recognized for its exceptionally long
period of continuous activity, shaping the park’s unique environment.

® Diverse Ecosystems: Includes glacial and volcanic zones, cloud forests,
Amazon rainforest, wetlands, and highland grasslands.

e Threatened Species: Home to species such as the mountain tapir and
S spectacled bear, highlighting its conservation importance.




Client

Fausto O. Sarmiento, Ph.D. is a Professor of Mountain Science in the
Geography Department at the University of Georgia, with additional
appointments in the School of Ecology and the Honors Program. He is
globally recognized scholar in mountain geography and sustainable
development, with over three decades of experience working in
mountain regions, particularly in Latin America and the Tropical Andes.

Dr. Sarmiento’s work focuses on conservation, sustainable
development, and the protection of biocultural landscapes in
mountain environments. He has held key leadership roles at UGA and
internationally, including Director of the Office of International
Education and Chair of the International Geographical Union’s
Commission on Mountain Studies. He advises organizations such as
UNESCO and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN),
has authored more than sixteen books and numerous scholarly
articles, and has been recognized with honors including the Fulbright
Global Scholar Award and his selection as a Jefferson Science Fellow.




Overview o

Our mission is to highlight the biological and cultural significance of
Zunac and the Andean flanks of Sangay National Park by bringing
research, storytelling, and design together in one cohesive digital
experience. By combining indigenous and local narratives with
existing scientific research, the project will create an accessible
platform that introduces audiences to the region’s biodiversity,
cultural history, and environmental importance.

Using a layered, user-friendly approach inspired by montological
thinking, the project translates complex ideas into content that is
approachable for a broad audience. Through an ethnotourism-
focused perspective, the platform provides context for
understanding the land, its communities, and the systems that
connect them.
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Purpose

Launch a public-facing website focused on the Zunac parish and the Andean flanks of Sangay

- National Park, communicating the region’s biocultural significance through a montological and

ethnotouristic lens.

Develop a cohesive project name and visual identity, including a logo, color palette, typography,
and branding guidelines.

Produce press materials, including conference-aligned press releases, to support academic and
public outreach efforts.

Design a conference-ready infographic or poster that presents project goals, key concepts, and early
outputs for the United Nations University conference in March.

Establish an Instagram presence to support project visibility and outreach.

Create a toolkit/quidelines document to support the continuation or adaptation of similar projects in
the future.



s Project Goal e
' The goal of this project is to create a public-facing digital presence that introduces

audiences to the biocultural significance of Zunac and the Andean flanks of Sangay National

Park. By highlighting the relationship between mountains, biodiversity, and human presence,

the platform communicates why this region matters and why its protection requires both
cultural and ecological understanding.



Objectives

Turn montological and ethnotourism research into clear, engaging content for a public audience. |

Create a cohesive and credible online presence that tells the story of Zunac and its biocultural
significance.

Build awareness of the cultural and ecological value of the region among students, the interested
public, and academic audiences.

Support conservation and ethnotourism efforts by connecting audiences to relevant resources
and organizations.

Develop conference-ready materials that clearly communicate the project’s goals and impact.

Create a foundation that can be built on or adapted in future semesters.



Target Audience

After meeting with Dr. Sarmiento, we identified three target audiences:
college students, interested members of the public,
and the scientific community. The project is designed to appeal to these

groups by the common interest of ecotourism, conservation, and culture.

® College Students: Will use the site as an introduction into montology
and encourage curiousity to the Amazonian mountains.

¢ Interested Public: Breakdown a complicated ecological and cultural
system into something more digestible, encouraging further
interaction and the realization of these flourishing scapes.

¢ Scientific Community: A site to keep up to date with the latest
ongoing research and collaboration regarding the Sangay National
Park and Zunac Parish.




- ‘..' in Upper Amazonia

Current Platforms

The Neotropical Montology Collaboratory, headed by

Dr. Sarmiento, has its own landing page explaining its
practices. It explains the who, what, when, and where of
the collaboratory and aims to gather a cohesive group of
fellow scientists, students, and conservationists to share
research and ideas.
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Wayusada is Dr. Sarmiento’s first project with the New
Media Institute. The website and project aim to explore
the culture and nature of the upper Amazon. This
includes all of its stories, legends, and related resources
from Dr. Sarmiento’s extensive research. We were
directed to this website as inspiration and context for
how similar topics have been explored through past
collaborations with his research.



* Visit the Adirondacks .

o Compelling landing page with video = immediate * " -
viewer captivity S

o Interesting simple visuals

o Promotes ecotourism and preservation

High contrast B
CENTRAL PARK
CONSERVANCY THINGSTODO  MAP  RESTORATION  ABOUTUS  SUPPORT  MAGAZINE Q

e Central Park Conservancy
o Bold branding
o Compelling photography
o Fluid landing page with easily accessible options

Gutdoors?
o e Outdoors

o R N e o Simple icons, big impact
e, © Various articles

10 Things to Bring on a Hike with Kids

o Powerful tagline



https://visitadirondacks.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://outdoors.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Social Media Inspiration

e @intersectionalenvironmentalist

o Unique niche branding, Gen Z-esque
o Similar equity messaging could be adapted
o Bold, strong

e @culturalsurvival

o Protection of indigenous people
o Branding, story highlights
o Impressive infographics
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https://www.instagram.com/intersectionalenvironmentalist/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/culturalsurvival/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/4ocean/?hl=en
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POPULATION LANGUAGE

e Insight Guides

Dreamstime

Map-first layout that quickly sets the scene

lcons and visuals make information easy to digest
Data broken into clear, simple sections
Color used to organize different types of info

Balances facts with visuals

® | arge, eye-catching photography
e Mix of landscapes, wildlife, and cultural moments

e Short captions that add context without feeling heavy

e Clearlayout that’s easy to scan
e Feelsimmersive and travel-focused
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THE BEST OF ECUADOR:

TOP ATTRACTIONS

£ Avenue of the Volcanoes. These snow-capped
peaks span Ecuador's Andean spine. Hike and climb
at the top of the world, as measured from the
earth’s center. See page 165.

7 Bafos. Nestled in the Andes, this traveler
magnet boasts thermal springs heated by the
volcano above, and two little-visited national parks.
See page 172.

4 Otavalo, Culture does not get more Andean than
in Otavalo, with its vibrant indigenous culture and
excellent textile market. Nearby lakes, haciendas,
and the colonial architecture of Ibarra round off the
experience. See page 155.

7 Cuenca. Cupolas of the 19th-century Catedral
Nueva blend in with the older buildings of Cuenca, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and one of Latin
America’s best-preserved colonial Spanish cities.
See page 185.

4 Pacific coast beaches. Offering leaping whales,
water sports, and some of the oldest archeological
remains in the Americas. See page 231.

7 Ingapirca. Possibly a temple for sun worship,
fortress-like Ingapirca is Ecuador’s best-preserved
pre-Colonial monument, built by the Inca Tupac
Yupangqui in the late 15th century in imperial Inca
style. See page 194.

2 Quito. The historic Old Town of Quito, one of
the biggest in the Americas, is studded with
historic churches, such as La Basilica del Voto.
See page 127.

<1 Galdpagos Islands. Marvels of isolated evolution,
the Galdpagos Islands boast unique wildlife,
approachable like nowhere else on the planet.
Swim with sea lions, and dive with sharks and
marine iguanas. See page 273.

7 Amazon lodges. Accessible by bus or plane plus
a boat ride, Amazon lodges offer a doorway to the
world’s most diverse ecosystem. See page 204.



https://shop.insightguides.com/book/insight-guides-ecuador-galapagos/9781839053825
https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/ecuador-infographics.html

Sources

https://montology.franklinresearch.uga.edu/

https://geography.uga.edu/directory/people/fausto-o-sarmiento

Initial Meeting with Fausto

https: //wayusada.com/

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/260/

Website Inspiration
o Visit the Adirondacks
o Central Park Conservancy
o Qutdoors

Social Inspiration
o @intersectionalenvironmentalist

o @culturalsurvival

o @4ocean

Infographic Inspiration
o Dreamstime

o Insight Guides



https://montology.franklinresearch.uga.edu/
https://geography.uga.edu/directory/people/fausto-o-sarmiento
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dp0cvSi-fiqaW2c9oQav-ya3MB8sUHhGdPB1kawRl1s/edit?usp=sharing
https://wayusada.com/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/260/
https://visitadirondacks.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://outdoors.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.instagram.com/intersectionalenvironmentalist/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/culturalsurvival/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/4ocean/?hl=en
https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/ecuador-infographics.html
https://shop.insightguides.com/book/insight-guides-ecuador-galapagos/9781839053825
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