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Let’s put the culture 
back in agriculture!
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Project Pitch
 Do you know where your food comes from? How 

about everything that goes into getting it to your plate? 

Most people say that it comes from a farm. And they are 

not wrong. But that is where a lot of knowledge regard-

ing agriculture ends. While that might not sound like a 

problem, it is devastating to the farmers who provide 

for the general population and consumers. And that is 

where Ag Chat comes in. A podcast where I host several 

agricultural professionals and discuss common miscon-

ceptions of agriculture, how they came to be, and most 

importantly, how to fix them. 

 Ag Chat is a way for the modern farmer to be repre-

sented in the consumer’s decision-making. With informa-

tion being the most accessible it has ever been, so have 

lies and half-truths. The average consumer falls prey to 

buzzwords like “GMO” and “hormones” and comes at the 

farmers’ expense. Part of this is due to the media’s por-

trayal of agriculture due to a generational gap. Ag Chat 

is the perfect solution to this information crisis.  As a 

podcast, Ag Chat gives these farmers that voice and al-

lows that voice to be heard by the younger generation. 
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So stop being an uninformed consumer. Ag Chat is the 

perfect chance to learn how exactly it goes from farm 

to table. Stop falling prey to all companies that are us-

ing you and farmers to line their pockets. Tune it to Ag 

Chat on Spotify, Apple Podcast, Google Podcast, Breaker, 

and Anchor!  

Definition, Justification + 
Exploratory Research
 Ag Chat is the best way to bridge the knowledge gap 

between the average consumer and the average produc-

er by debunking common misconceptions of agriculture.  

By using professors of CAES, Ag Chat is broadcasting 

knowledge and insight that only people in the industry 

have had access to while also helping the farmers that 

work so hard to provide for us. 

 Farmers have a chance to explain that no one is more 

environmentally conscientious than they are. The gener-

ational gap between producers and consumers makes it 

harder and harder for the farmer to justify their prac-

tices and how they’ve changed with time. By closing the 

knowledge gap, people can make informed, healthy choic-
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es that benefit them and their real heroes: farmers. 

 Most people do not know where their food comes 

from, which could be detrimental to their health. Ac-

cording to “Americans are confused about food and un-

sure where to turn for answers, study shows,” less than 

2% of Americans live on farms. I know I was the minority, 

but I did not realize how much I was outnumbered. That 

same article explains that 48% of Americans seek out in-

formation about their food and where it comes from. All 

of the 1000 people surveyed were 18 or older, and they 

had little idea of their food’s origins. So many people 

are quick to preach environmental conservation and the 

farmer is typically the scapegoat for their ignorance. 

 After actually taking the scope of all of this in, I am 

amazed. Making a podcast is challenging, but I have had 

to set my nose to the grind. 

 RSS is complicated to operate but valuable. I have 

posted my interviews with Mattie and Dr. Callaway online 

as a test run to ensure it is possible and that the audio 

does not sound terrible. I appreciate podcasters and 

other audio professionals because editing sound is not 

easy and It took me starting my own podcast to realize 
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that. I have started using Adobe Auditon to stitch some of 

the recorded sounds, and it was not simple. I am still go-

ing over the basics, but Removing/Cutting Audio in Adobe 

Audition it has been an excellent starting point for Ag 

Chat and me. 

 A lot has gone into my inspiration for Ag Chat. Most 

of it was prompted by people that had never met some-

one like me who grew up on a farm. When I sit them down 

and explain the fundamental science of agriculture, 

people are genuinely shocked. The more conversations 

about how grass’s genome is completed laid out, making 

it easier to alter, the more discussions about GMO’s are 

helpful.  And that is not a bad thing. Because of discover-

ies like that, scientists have created corn that yields so 

much more than its ancestors. I have known things like 

this as long as I could remember. But I started to realize 

just like being part of the 2% of the population that grew 

up on a farm, I was the minority in this regard as well.

 the technology that I plan on using has changed 

along the way. The most recent is an app I found called 

Otter.ai, which transcribes interviews. I used it with Dr. 

Callaway, and it was spot-on when it came to the record-
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ing and transcription. It also allows up to 600 minutes 

of free recording and transcribing, as well as a link 

that can be accessed using a browser if someone wants 

to read it themselves. I think this app could be handy in 

the podcast, and I had not even thought about having the 

episodes transcribed until now. 

 I have taken down the rough drafts I had published 

because the trailers could not edit them once they were 

posted and had no editing whatsoever. They were more 

of test runs to make sure that I posted something in one 

place, the RSS feed would publish it on the other plat-

forms. Now that I know how to do it, the next post should 

be much easier and streamlined.

 Another major part of my technological arsenal is 

the Grady Room 404: Studio Not Found and the Maono Mo-

bile Studio that I just recently acquired. Grady’s equip-

ment features podcasting equipment including two Elec-

tro-Voice RE20 microphones and a Rodecaster Pro, which 

is more than enough for recording and editing Ag Chat. I 

am not opposed to using other forms of technology but-

for now this is all!
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Competitive Advantage Report
 Companies have been using misinformed consumers 

to line their pockets for years. So many people that par-

ticipate in the GMO argument know next to nothing on 

the topic itself, and the only research they have done is 

because of buzzwords. Opinions on agriculture have be-

come more polarized with the expansion of technology 

and the internet. 

 Ag Chat satisfies the market demand of people that 

listen to podcasts and want to learn more about agri-

culture. Similar podcast are run by agricultural pro-

fessionals and the fact I am a student means I occupy a 

specific niche at the intersection of agriculture, commu-

nications, and media. My biggest competitive advantage 

is that since I am still and student, I have insight on what 

people my age are interested in. 

 Most people do not know where their food comes 

from, which could be detrimental to their health. Ac-

cording to “Americans are confused about food and un-

sure where to turn for answers, study shows,” less than 

2% of Americans live on farms. I know I was the minority, 
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but I did not realize how outnumbered I was. That same 

article explains that 48% of Americans seek out infor-

mation about their food and where it comes from. All of 

the 1000 people surveyed were 18 or older, and they had 

little idea of their food’s origins. So many people are 

quick to preach environmental conservation and the 

farmer is typically the scapegoat for their ignorance. 

 User Personas
 P1: Stephaine. Stephanie is a 20-year-old student at 

UGA studying communications and journalism. She grew 

up in Atlanta and has never really given much thought 

about what goes in her food. She has always heard words 

such as antibodies when referring to food production 

but never looked into it. She gained interest when her 

older sister, a dietitian, swore up and down that most 

ads are made to appeal to the uninformed. So Stepha-

nie decided to become informed, and she started with 

Ag Chat. Stephanie is no stranger to the podcast, so she 

is very open to the idea. She usually sticks to the true 

crime genre, but she overheard one of her lab partners 

in plant science talking about Ag Chat. 
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 P2: Richard: Richard is a 64-year-old, recently 

great-grandfather living in Rome, GA. He has spent his 

life working at a carpet factory and retired just in time 

to take care of his new great-granddaughter. He had 

never really paid much attention to food and what goes 

in it until he picked up baby food for the baby one day. 

What do all these labels mean?  Does organic mean bet-

ter? Isn’t everything organic? So he tunes into Ag Chat to 

learn the basics of plant production as a baseline. What 

is “all-natural?” Richard has poor eyesight, so reading 

has become increasingly difficult. He is indecisive until 

one of his children that works at UGA shows him Ag Chat. 

Easily accessible and understood, he tries, and now he 

knows what kind of food to buy the baby.

 Product Comparison
 Similar Products: Contrary to my initial thought, 

there are so many agricultural podcasts. “Best 50 Agri-

culture Podcasts You Must Follow in 2021” is one of the 

first articles to appear in a Google search, and the list 

does not stop there. Some of the ones that jumped out at 

me were “Idle Chatter,” “Off the Husk with Zack Johnson,” 
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and “Evolve. ag” because they have a similar tone and mis-

sion to Ag Chat. When I began to update this project brief, 

I entered the exact search, and now “Best 60 Agriculture 

Podcasts You Must Follow in 2022” is now the first result, 

so I joined the race at a pretty lucitive time.  

  These podcasts seem to be pretty successful. Most 

of them are business or home-centered, about recipes 

and how to conduct a company. I found that it looks 

similar to Ag Chat called “Field Work Talk,” It has a mis-

sion statement of offering frank, honest opinions on 

sustainable plant productions. “Field Work Talk” posts 

episodes once a week, roughly, and the length of the epi-

sodes tends to stay around the 50 minutes mark. They are 

available on Apple Podcast and Google Podcasts. 

 Ag Chat is going to cover several different facets of 

agriculture. Most of the pre-existing podcasts focus on 

one of the aspects very intently. Ag Chat will be a broad 

concept that prompts people to research and form their 

own opinions. I want the listeners of Ag Chat to question 

everything and then go and get their answers. Don’t just 

believe it because someone said it. I grew up on a farm 



11

Project Brief
and worked on it until I came to college and earned a 

degree in Agricultural Communications. Ag Chat is dif-

ferent because I am knee-deep in 2 very different worlds 

(media and agriculture). I have a unique perspective on 

how they are operate and their perception by others. 

 Ag chat is different because a student for other stu-

dents runs it. A significant contributor to the knowl-

edge gap is that the demand for farmers is the lowest 

it has ever been. Farmers have made such incredible ad-

vancements in technology and science that we no longer 

need as many to produce the same amount of food. And 

farmers today still produce more than they ever have, 

even with their numbers being at an all-time low. That 

means that fewer people than ever are entering agricul-

ture as an occupation. And the by-product of that is that 

farmers have never been more disconnected from the 

rest of society.
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Competitor Research
 “Field Work Talk”

 Field Work is by farmers for farmers. It is a space 

where people can be frank about the pros and cons of 

sustainable plant production. The hosts are two long-

time row crop farmers and one dairy farmer that joined 

in season 4. The design they use is very pleasing to me 

aesthetically. The simple black and green make the web-

site easy to navigate, and they have very detailed episode 

descriptions. Some of the keywords are agriculture, ag, 

plants, sustainability, and many more. They have several 

distribution methods like Google Podcast and Apple Pod-

cast. Out of the 570 ratings they have received, they have 

4.9 overall reviews, which is incredible. 

“Evolve. Ag”

 Evolve Ag has 14 episodes, and it seems like they post 

once every two months. They have even more distribution 

platforms like Cast Box and Pocket Cast, both of which I 

had never heard of. This podcast has a much chiller tem-

po, with the only thing in the description being  “Evolve.

ag’s podcast about what’s trending in food and food 
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tech.” Their episodes range from 12 to 37 minutes in 

length. They only have one rating on Apple Podcast, and 

its 5.0. Evolve. Ag does not seem to be growing as quickly 

as Field Work Talk, but it’s still early. 
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