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OBJECTIVES:
WHAT WE WANTED TO KNOW 

Gain a better understanding of the target market
and desired user by learning about their fishing
habits.
Gauge the current process for fish identification
used among the fishing population of Georgia.
Develop ideas for useful features that could be
built on to the existing search functionality of the
app. 

STRATEGY:
HOW WE GATHERED INFORMATION

Posted a Google survey in 3 existing Facebook
groups (Fish Georgia, Georgia Trout Fishers
United, Lake Lanier Fishing)

Conducted 9 follow-up interviews with survey
respondents and interviewed local expert,
Michael Wolf

Surveys

Interviews



SURVEY SAYS:
Facebook group survey questions: 

 Name.
 Age.
 How often do you fish?

 Once a week
 Multiple times a week
 Once a month
 Multiple times a year

 How long have you been fishing?
 1 year or less
 1-5 years
 5-10 years
 10+ years

 Why do you fish?
 Recreational
 Professional
 Scientific/Educational

 As students, your feedback is crucial to the
development of this app. Would you be
interested in a brief (10 minute) interview?
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SURVEY
RESULTS:
20 respondents. Ages 19-71 

This tells us:

Within the large age range of

survey respondents, 70% fish

once a week to multiple times a

week, and 60% have been fishing

for 10+ years. 4 out of every 5

respondents selected that they

fish for recreational purposes. It

is important to note that these

respondents came from

Facebook groups for people who

are especially involved in the

fishing community. However,

these survey responses give us

insight into just how often people

are fishing in Georgia and what

their goals and habits are.  This

information is useful to our app

development because  it helps

us evaluate the need for fish

identification.



INTERVIEWS
QUESTIONS:

 How do you think an app like this could help
you?
 How do you use technology? Do you use a
smartphone, tablet, or a computer?
 Do you currently use any fishing related apps?
 What are the biggest challenges you face while
fishing?
 How do you go about identifying the fish that
you catch?
 What locations in Georgia do you usually fish in?
 Are there any other features you think may be
useful for this app?

1.

2.

3.
4.
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INTERVIEWS
RESULTS:
How do you use technology in your daily life?

Ryan. 23. I have an iPhone and iPad. I shoot and edit

videos and product for fishing companies.

Nick. 29. I’m pretty proficient with technology. I have

a cell phone and computer that I use everyday.

Bruce. 71. I primarily use a smartphone, but I also

have a computer.

Jack. 66. I use an iPhone, a tablet, and a computer. I

use mainly Apple products everyday. I use every kind

of technology that I can, but I’m not a very tech-savvy

person.

Drew. 25. I have a smartphone, a tablet, and a

computer, and I use social media everyday.

Charles. 67. I use only Apple products, and usually I

just use my smartphone.



INTERVIEWS
RESULTS:
Do you currently use any fishing related apps?

Navionics

Lowrance- allows user to map

bites along with depth range,

water temperature,  time of day,

etc.

RiverCast- connects to USGS to

provide information about water

gauges, flow rates, and water

temperatures 

Outdoors Georgia- stores fishing

liscences

FishBrain- fishing oriented social

media that doubles as fish

identification

North Georgia Trout fishing app

FISH RULES

30% of respondents

answered that they do

not use fishing apps, but

use online fishing reports

from the Department of

Natural Resources to

inform their fishing.



INTERVIEWS
RESULTS:
What are the biggest challenges you face while

fishing?

"The biggest challenges I face while

fishing is being able to pattern fish

behavior and stay up to date with how

they are moving and feeding in lakes like

Lake Lanier, Lake Hartwell, and Lake

Eufaula. In order to have a successful day

on those larger bodies of water, more

extensive knowledge of fish behavior and

typical movements is required." 

"The biggest challenge I face while

fishing is just catching fish."

"If you had some sort of technology that

could show you what sort of fish species

were in that river system, especially like

locally to you because the fish species that

might be in the upper Chattahoochee are

very different than the fish species that you

might find in the lower Chat."
-Nick, 29 years old

-Preston, 19 years old

-Jack, 66 years old



INTERVIEWS
RESULTS:
How do you go about identifying fish that you've

caught?

Ryan. 23. Typically, a lot of the more experienced guys will be able

to distinguish the various types of fish in fresh and saltwater.

Bruce. 71.  I don’t have any problems identifying fish

Cole. 21. I’ve been fishing for years. So if I catch a fish, I pretty

much notice what it is instantly.

Preston. 19. When identifying fish, I typically use the most obvious

physical characteristics. For example, to distinguish between

largemouth and spotted bass, I feel for a “tooth patch” on the

tongue of the fish. Tooth patches are characteristics of spotted

bass. There are usually one or two defining characteristics that

stick out when identifying different fish of any species.

 Jack. 66. When I do look it up, I’ll search “identifying markers” or

“fish that looks like a bass but has different stripes” or “red fish

with 2 gills.”

Drew. 25. Usually if I’m on a new body of water and I haven't done

any type of research, or anything like that, I will just Google the lake,

and see what species are in the lake or river. And then from there,

kind of narrow it down from pictures and things like that of the

different species and see if I can match up what I caught 



Could be used in micro-fishing

People are interested in catching the most species of fish

Teach people about fishing 

Where are you standing?

What river drainage are you in?

Does the fish look like this vs. this?

Making education mobile and stream side

Using location is very important 

There are about a dozen major drainage systems in

Georgia

Fishes vary a lot based on drainages

How could this app be used in an academic way?

INTERVIEW WITH
MICHAEL WOLF:
Georgia Regional Representative

North American Native Fishes Association



Body shape. Long, skinny, round?

Size is a bad indicator because fish grow; size is relative to

people

Dorsal fins: How many? Where is it (front or back)? What

kind? 

Shape: Round v. long

Patterns.

Morphology.

Color. Fish change color based on the season

What are some of the key characteristics of fish that you

would want identified?

INTERVIEW WITH
MICHAEL WOLF:
Georgia Regional Representative

North American Native Fishes Association



NEXT STEPS:
We will continue to do
research with respondents
concerning quizzes on fish
species and the understanding from a scientific
perspective. Our followup surveys and interviews
will include more in-depth questions about fish
characteristics and backgrounds.


