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Code   for   Athens   Team   Launches   Digital   Presence   
The   Code   for   Athens   team   developed   a   virtual   presence   to   assist   Athens-Clarke   County   residents.   

ATHENS,   Ga.,   September   15     —    Code   for   Athens   has   launched   a   digital   presence   to   introduce   
themselves   to   the   community.   They’ve   successfully   been   able   to   connect   to   the   community   of   Athens,   GA   
in   order   to   solve   problems   by   using   the   tools   of   our   digital   age.   
  

Since   2009,   Code   for   America   has   utilized   technology   to   positively   impact   marginalized   communities.   
Now   Athens,   GA   has   curated   its   own   segment   of   passionate   individuals   to   offer   a   helping   hand.     
  

Code   for   Athens   has   seized   the   opportunity   to   be   the   first   in   the   county   to   digitally   market   essential   
information   in   order   to   better   residents’   experience   in   Athens-Clarke   County.   They’ve   been   able   to   
debunk   the   myth   that   low-income   individuals   are   unable   to   be   informed   by   digital   marketing.     
  

They’ve   developed   a   website   designed   to   be   accessible   and   user   friendly   for   Athens-Clarke   County   
residents.    The   team   intentionally   did   this   in   order   to   aid   in   the   navigation   process   when   visitors   first   view   
the   website.     
  

Brigade   captain   and   senior   lecturer   at   the   University   of   Georgia,   John   Weatherford,   discussed   the   type   of   
environment   he   imagined   before   the   launch,   “I   want   Code   for   Athens   to   feel   like   a   welcoming   place   for   
people   who   are   interested   in   local   or   state   government   issues   even   if   they   don’t   have   a   technical   
background.”     
  

The   outreach   attempts   have   been   able   to   access   local   needs.   The   sign   up   forms,   Slack   communication   
channel   and   blog   have   been   able   to   inform   the   community   of   their   intentions   as   well   as   reach   potential   
volunteers.     
  

This   organization   is   taking   precautions   for   the   setting   of   their   upcoming   events.   The   health   of   the   Athens   

community   is   a   top   priority   which   is   why   Weatherford   chose   a   flexible   line   of   action   for   the   event   planned   

for   early   November   2021.     

  

“This   is   the   most   dedicated   and   civic-minded   group   I’ve   seen   in   years.   They   truly   care   about   our   

community,”   said   Athens   resident   Lynn   Smith.     

  

For   calendars   and   more   information   on   how   to   be   involved,   you’re   welcome   to   visit    codeforathens.org .   

About   Code   For   Athens   

Located   in   Athens-Clarke   County,   Code   for   Athens   is   a   local   nonprofit   organization   that   is   pioneering   

technology-based   solutions   to   combat   barriers   for   marginalized   communities.   They   have   an   accessible   

digital   presence   to   eliminate   the   ambiguity   of   information   between   residents   and   their   local   government.   
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Frequently   Asked   Questions:   
What   is   Code   for   America?   

  

Founded   in   2009   by   Jennifer   Pahlka,   they’ve   worked   with   governments   and   communities   

across   the   country   to   combat   barriers   and   find   real   solutions   to   people-centered   issues.   They   

work   with   the   criminal   legal   system   to   help   clear   records   for   individuals   and   have   fundamentally   

transformed   that   process.   Overall,   they   develop   insights   and   ideas   to   change   policies   for   the   

better   of   the   people   through   civic   technology.   

  

What’s   Code   for   America’s   main   belief?   

  

They   believe   that   the   government   can   work   and   function   within   the   digital   age.   Not   only   

can   it   simply   work,   they   believe   this   is   extremely   beneficial   for   marginalized   communities   

throughout   America.   

  

What   is   Code   for   Athens?   

  

A   local   non-profit   organization   located   in   Athens-Clarke   County   Georgia.   It’s   a   team   

working   to   produce   technology   based   solutions   around   government   and   community   issues.   This   

is   a   segment   called   a   “brigade”   which   is   produced   through   Code   for   America.     

  

What   is   a   brigade?   

  

There   is   a   brigade   network   developed   by   Code   for   America   that   focuses   on   smaller   

regions   throughout   the   country.   This   allows   for   more   specified   solutions   to   community   issues.   

This   approach   allows   for   problems   to   be   addressed   on   a   smaller   scale   within   local   governments.     

  

  

  

  

Who   is   the   Code   for   Athens   brigade   captain?   

  



  

Senior   lecturer   at   the   University   of   Georgia,   John   Weatherford,   is   the   brigade   captain   for   

Code   for   Athens.   He   went   through   an   application   and   was   the   most   qualified   individual   for   the   

position.   

  

Who   does   this   organization   aim   to   help?   

  

Considering   that   Athens-Clarke   County’s   poverty   rate   is   28.3   percent,   this   region   has   a   

copious   amount   of   individuals   that   could   use   civic   aid.     

  

How   many   segments   of   Code   for   America   are   there?   

  

There   are   more   than   25,000   active   volunteer   members   across   about   85   chapters.   They   are   

dedicated   to   helping   and   advocating   for   those   who’s   problems   are   often   overlooked   in   America.     

  

Where   can   I   find   the   Code   for   Athens   website?   

  

By   searching   codeforathens.org   or   through   this    link.   

  

Is   an   understanding   of   various   codes   a   requirement   to   be   involved?   

  

No,   all   you   need   is   a   driven,   passionate,   and   civic-minded   attitude   to   join   the   team.   

  

How   can   I   become   involved?   

  

Visit   our   website   at   codeforathens.org,   click   the   “Get   Involved!”   tab,   and   fill   out   the   

Google   Form.   You   will   then   join   Slack   channel   where   our   communication   will   occur.   Finally   

you’ll   choose   a   project   where   your   skills   will   be   best   utilized.   It’s   that   easy!   
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